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Endpiece

.What 
Time Is It There?

By Sue Fagalde Lick

The telephone rang at 6 a.nr. Half asleep, I cleared nry throat a collple tinres
and furnbled for the phone. "H'lo?"

It rvrrs an East (lc>:rst sourcc I had bcen trying tcr

reach foruvceks. I warttecl to sclc:lln, "l)o yott know
what tirrrc it is?" llut I drdn't. I thankecl hinr for c:rllirrg
nre back and erabbccl nry notcbook. It nriqht be slet'pv

tinre in ()r-egon, but in Virginirr, it rvrs tinrc to rvork.
If I hacl rv:ritecl trntil I reportccl to nry office, r.rsullly

arouncl 9 rr.rn. Pacific Tinre, Ire wor,rld Irave been out t()
hrnch. Anc.l then I'cl be goinu to lunch arrcl he'd be'on
lris rvay horrre, ancl this coulc'l go on forevcr. If I'nr thc
one r.vho wrrnts tlre infirrnratiorr, I'nr tl.rc one whc> has

to rvlrkc up .p11fl rlo lrusirtcss.

Befbre the arrival of thc Internet errcl clirect-clirrl

long distarrce telephone callins, writcrs ancl editors

conrnrurricated by rrrail. TIrose rnlnila envelopes coulci

rvait urrtil everybc>cly rv:rs :t'uvlkc, but in this nrulti-
tinre-zone world, rvhen wei-e slcepint, othcr pcople rrrc

workinq, soing to lunch, sloggrng tl.rrotrgh tl.re evenins
conrl)rute, or rv:rtclring prinre-tinre rv. In [rct, ir-r sr>rrre

places, it's alreacly tonlorrow.
Wl'rrrt cloes this rrrean for writers?

IJcforc you nrlkc that phorre c:rll, think about

rvhat tinre zone thc recipient is in. It's lr()t rln issue if
you're rvriting local stories fbr e local ptrblication, but
if you live in San Josc :rncl rteccl to call New H:rnt;r-
shire, yc>u've got to call in tlrc nrornins. Likervise, if
you're calling Honr>lulu, you rrright have to extettcl

your workclay into thc evenrng.

Wherr schecltrling :rppointrrrcnts for irttervlews ()r

business conversatiorts, rrr:rke' sure cveryoltc krtorvs r'vhat

tinre it rvill be rvhere they are. Is tlrat 2 p.llr. I)rrcific

Tir.ne or (lcntral Tirrre? I)e very clear. Tell thenr, "l
rvill call yoll at 2 p.nr. your tinlc." If you cet confusecl
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as to lvhrrt tinrc it is in othcr pl:rccs, there's :i h:rrrcly

chart lt rvrvw.rvorlclti nrezonc.conr.

If you don't wrrnt to be "on ctll" zl7, recortl rr

lnessrlgt: on youl vc>icenrlil or rrrrsrvc'ring nrrrchirre

explairrinu rvhrrt hr>urs yor.l rrrc rrv:rilablc. l)eople rrright

not c:rll blck, btrt they r,von't rveke yotr trp either.

l)ersr>nelly, I'rrr never ofT cftrty. Too often, I hlvc
receivecl the crrll rvhcrr I lcast cxl.rcctecl it. In fict, rrn

eclitc:lr ortcc callccl rvhilc lu,as cookinq Cl'rristnras

dirrrrcr to tell nrc she w:rnterl rrry opirriorr picce. I rvrrs

happy to neqoti:rtc ternrs :ls I stirrecl the grrrvy.

Livirri4 in rr rrrulti-tirrrc zone rvorlcl can be incon-
venicnt. (lod knows r've cftrn't w:rnt t() rc'ceive btrsi-

rress calls wl.ren r'vci'e sleeping, ertinr-r, ot Iravirrrl st'x,

but it's rrot :rll b:rcl. You c:rn scrrcl e-nreil rlny tinrc, rlnd

you hlrvc a never-flril colrvcrs.ltiorl st.lrtcl': "Horv's thc

weathcr tl"rere?" l)lus there's always s()lllcolle rvr>rkirrg

sonrervhere. Yotr could start rvith East (lo:rst crrlls ancl

rvork your way west, flnishinlr rvith the l)lcific Islands.

In frrct, why stol-r rvith North Anrerica? Wh.rt tinrc is it
in Atrstrllia?

Everr if vou rvr-ite only fiction, consider lrorv

tinre zones relatc t<> yonr stories. For exlnrple, rvlrat

if your chrrr:rcter hls to nrakc a critical telephonc call

to :urother- countly ancl everything tlrere is closed? ()r,
rvhrt if your he'ro hrs just spcrrt l'ris llst clinre to flv to
l)aris, then is so jct-lauuecl he fhlls slcep ancl nrisses the

rnost inrportant nrcetins of Iris life?

As in leal life, rvhatever youi-e rvritirrg, ask vour-
self-, u,lrrt tinre is it there? Mrvbe yorlr story tresins

witlr the pl.rone ringing rrt -j rl.nl. Who nrisht be calling
so carlv? }l
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