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Shelley Morris

She's the only

fernale skipper

of a charter boat

in Depoe Bay.

Story and Photo
by Sue Fagalde Lick
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F THE FISH aren't biting, char-
ter boat skipper Shelley Morris
will pop out the door of her

cabin trn rhe Lady Lack and tell a blonde
jtrke. A while lare,r, if rhings are l()()
quiet, she'[1 tell another one r-rnril her
passengers are l:rughing ttxr hard to cilre
whether or nor rhey catch any fish. The
only f-ernale skipper in Depoe Bay, Morris
won rr local beauty pageant in her teens,
but these days she's rnost likely to be
for-rr-rcl trp to her elbows in fish guts or
engrne grease.

Morris grew Llp fishing the rivers and
lakes of eastern Washington. But on tr

vacatirln to the Oregon Coirst, she ttx>k a
charter trip out of Depoe Bay and fell in
love with ocean fishing. She was study-
ing to be a music teacher, but by the tirne
she gr:rduated frorn Yakirna Valley Corn-

rnunity College, she hacl clecicled she
would rather fish than play rhe flure.

Heading to Alaska, she landecl a job
on a colnrrercial fishing boat. She went
frorn there to a barge that fished fcrr

herring and salmon. Morris says the
rnen teased her becar-rse she dicln't
srnoke, drink, or swear, but they :rlso
respected her because she dicl her share
of the work.

After a year and a half, she returned
to Depoe Bay, where she fished on near-
ly every charter boat in the harbor,
girining experience for the day she
cor-rld captain her own boat. In 1998, at
age 27, she earnecl her 1OO-ton rnaster's
license and bought the 34-{oor Lady
Luck. Now she mns fishing expeclitions
for Tradewinds Charters.

The work is wet, cold, ancl sometimes
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c'langerous, especially negotinting the nar-
row, rocky entrance to the L)epoe Bay
harbor. "The saying is there's those that
have hit the rocks and those that rvill.
I don't want to be either or-re."

Surnrner can be exhar-rsting. "A
lot of tirnes we'll rr-rn two trips a day.
Corne in, cle:'rn the boat, cl-reck the
engine, ckt typical maintennnce, gtr
out again. It makes firr really long
clays," she says. But charter boats have
to rnake their money when the sr-rn

shines. In winter weather, r()unsrs nre
scarce irnd the ocean is too ror-rgh. If
you can't save lr()ney frrr the lean
times, you shoulcln't run a charter
boat, Morris says.

In the sumrner, the Lrdl Luck leaves
the h:rrhor by 6:30 :r.m., usually heacling
2 to 3 miles off.shore. Sometirnes Morris
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Tradewinds offers daily fishing

tours, weather permitting. Most trips

on the Lady Luck cost $55 per person.

llckets can be purchased at the

Tradewinds office on Hwy 101 in down-

town Depoe Bay. For more information

call Tradewind s (1 -B7l -640-4204) or

check Shelley Morris' website at

www.cvladyluck.com) -S.EL

g()es t() n favorite fishing spot farthet'out.
"Vrr.r catch big fish there. Big scary fisl-r.

h-r firct, u'e crrught ir 5O-por-rnd lingcod. I
me:rn it u,as ir huge fish. I coulcl stick rny

heacl ir-rsicle its mor,rth."
C)ccasionrrlly, pirssengers challenge

her authority. "Or-rce in a while, I'll get
.rne of those big olcl bLrrly gr,rys :rn.l
he'll say, 'Where's the skipperl'And
I'll tell hirn, 'You're [.r.rkius :rt he r. I'tn
the skipper. This is rny boat."' If they

still clon't believe her, she'll challenge
thern tO a fishing c()ntest-ar1tl win.

Most tril-rs rr"rn snoothly, but Morris
c()Lu1ts 1-rersclf ltrcky tl-rat so firr she htrs

only hi'rtl to call the Co:rst Gr-rard twice
for help with rnechanical difficLrlties.

Anothcr type of ernergency hap-

Itet-re.l last sLllrllrler, ()ne th?rt she will
nevet forgct. A 7O-yeirr-olcl passenger

in the fir-ral stages of cancer clierl
onho:rrcl. The rnaur's son h:rc1 tolci her
this was l-ris .{:rcl's last fishing trip, but
nobocly exl.reclsd it worrlcl be his lirst
tlay. One n)inLlte Morris wns t:rlking to
l-rirn, the next she turned awily t() re\I

uf the eugine at'rcl he:rrcl a noise
bc'hincl 1-re r-l're hacl fallen off l-ris seat.

She hurricrl hilck to Depoe Bay, but it
wils to() late. She tirkcs comfort in an
olcl fishelrlan's tzilc tl'rnt when sorne-
one rlies ()11 yoLrr boat, his spirit
rerr:rins t() watch ()vcr yoll.

Lrrst ycirr rr ltrcirl fishing l.rrat, the
Blue Hearher, went clowrl ir-r neighboring
Yacluina Bay irncl two of the frrr-rr crew
mernhers rlied. M,rrris is :rwr-rre of the
.langers, btrt she cloesn't .lwcll on them.
"l figure this is what I'm supposed ttr
be cloing. I clon't think anything bacl is

going to htrppen t() me yet, as long zrs I

play it safe. I guess if it's mcant for rnc

to clo sornething clse, I'll know."
Meunwhile , shc wouldn't tracle it

firr any other occlrp:rtiot-t. "How tnany
people cirn siry, 'l go fishing and get
paicl firr it J' " i=l

Editor's Nr-rre: Shellcl Morri.s oLrns gerrirrg

married onMarch 17 , 2001 . Her new

name is Spangler. But to thosc onboard the

Lacly Luck, she'.s .srrll Captain Shellel.

Sue Fagalde Lick, freelance writer and photographer, lives near

Newport. She is a longtime newspaper reporter and has pub-

lished three nonfiction books.
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September 15
Inelian Style Salmon Bake

September 22-23
(rates of Thyme Renaissance fflire

c:rtt l-877-485-8348
for more information

FODDY D(IDDY FUDGE, IIIC.
"lhr liulttr i.s nalr lhn t lllll-.turfu| nripr"

il:til l)rtlt.r' .lr ail:rhltr
lisl - lll('- llislrtrt.lntrrit'rn lirltrtss
l'll llrlr 7|i7, lfr.porr lla.v $7:ll I

l-177-7|i5-llt7,\ rarlil | | ) 7li5-lli,\ |
www.f uddyduddyf udge.com

Phone: 54 | -765-2734
For over 35 years the Oregon Coast's most

popular seafood resEumnt & lounge

Live music - see Gncie of
National TV fame play the bottles

(orr rllor our fa[ous flroAy lltcttt Eurtn

@ Ailo A610 rilAR BrorrrD lTtAr(J

tn
lttr'Ic Box
Music Boxes . Collectibles

Come see our Snowies

46 Hwy 101

Depoe Bay

Mailing Address
P.O. Box 34

Lincoln City, OR
s7367

(541)765-2498

Donna Chandler
Featuring: CLOWNS

Spend o night, spend o week,

Oceanfrcnt Condos
Two Bedroon"l, Trnro ffiathl

With Fully Equipped K[{a$rc*e"*

(s4t) 76s-4370
www.coostolguidebooks,com/lodging/db-horbor.html
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t@ma"Zor' ,O?rll(y
O1.lerr 10-6 Daily

541-765-.Jl1 .)

211 SW Hwy 101 . Depoe Bay
wwrv. h.r rborg.r l lt'ry. c rinr
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