
LONG DISMNCE
Online MBA programs allow busy managers and far-flung students to

lT'S MIDNIGHT. After a busy day meeting with
clients, Aaron Woods is back in his motel roonr
in Montreal. Instead of turnir-rg on the TV he
logs onto the Internet, and then he's in class -"Principled Decision Making" - at Oregon's
Marylhurst University, 2,OO0 miles away.

Woods is sirnultarrcousll, pursuing his nrasler's clcgrcc in Lrtrsi-

ncss adnrinistration r?ri./ his carecl at Xerox, where he's clirector ol
thc Oflicc' Printins Btrsirrcss Scrvicc' Alliarrcc. That Wilsonvillc-
basecl job takcs hinr to Canacla orrc wcek, Chicago tl-rc ncxt, but as

Iong as l-tc has a conrl)utcr anr'l an Intcnrct hookup, hc docsn't
havc to nralic up a single class.

Woods Iinishc'd l-tis urtdcrgratlrralc clcgrcc at Marylhrrrsl a lcw
ycars ago and clcciclcd to keelr going. He hoyrrs to gct lris MBA try
ncxt spring. In toda1,'s rvorld, he sa1's, tl-rc scasonecl cxccutive nccds
a graduatc clcgree'1o undcrstand gkrlral business and to erasp lhc
trroacl spcctrunr ol nranagcment issues. WithoLlt distancc learning,
"it woulcl have been cxlrenrel,v dillicr-rlt to cornpletc in the tinre I

clid," he says. "The Lrtcrnrt option gavc nrc llre llcxibiliti, I nccdctl."

M0SI 0REG0N UNIVERSITIES have begun to ir.rcorporate sorrrc
Intcmet coLtrscs in thcir prograrrrs. But only lhree - Marylhlrrst,
Portlancl Statc (PSU) ancl Concorclia - havc lully shilted thcir
MBA progranrs onto thc Wcb. Thosc schools have'latrnchc'd 2lst-
ccnlrlry vcrsions of 1hc olcl corrcspondcnce class - with all thc

links, chats and real-tinrc ollliorrs ol thc Intcrnct.
Malyll-rurst has stuclcnts who havc ncvcr trccn lo its

canrl)us south ol Portlancl. Tl-rc-1' can take evcrl' class in
thc progranr online, conrc lo cvcrring and rvcckcnd
classcs or-r caurl)rrs or ckr sonlc of troth. Marylhrrrst's 140

MBA str.rderrts ltavc an avcrage agc ol 36, nrosl nork
llrll-tinrc anti rrr.rn\', likc Woods, corrkl not carn their
clcgrccs any othcr way. 13crt Dcsrnontl, chair ol thc qf.ril-
tralc business ancl nranagcnrcnl llrolll'aln, scr)/s thosc
charactcrislics ol uraturil)' antl loctrs givc thc strrdents
supcrior discipline ancl a stror-rtl cornuritnrcnt to strcce cd.

PSU also ollcrs ils cutirc I)rograur onlinc now, btrt in
a clillcr-ertt lirrrttat. ln tltc school's cMBA l)roqram,
rvhich startrd last lall, sttrrlcnts are lerluirrd to attelrd
thrcc or lorrr rvt't'licntl lt'sidcncics a 1e.rr', in atlriition to
thcil rrlrrk onlinc. Ol PSU's 400 sttrdt'nts, l0 havc cho-
selr the onlinc oplion so lar. Half livc in thc Portlancl
nrrlro arca, r.vhile thc rcsl arc scatte rcd in citics al0rrnd
thc statc, inclrrding Bcncl, Coos Bay,, 5-1.rr'', I(lanratlr
Falls, La Grandc, Elrgcnc artd Coln,allis.

Dircctor Torrr LLrba say,s PSU optcd Ior the onlinr [or-
nrat aller cnrollrrrcnt startcd droppins in lall 2000 -parlll, 1111e t0 thc Ircessitln, 1la11l1, cltrc ttl c0nrltclito|s
offcring MBAs ortline. PSU's progranr alrcacll' had a dis-
tancc Icarning col.nl)onrnt rvith Videotapccl c0urses

ollcrcd arourrrl tlle statc, Ilut stuclcnts still had lo lneet
at a spccilic tirrrc ancl place cver1, wcck to particip.rtc.
Lutra say,5 rvorking adults rvith brrsl' travel schcdule's
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.-ln(l otlrcr ol)liliations nce(lcd utofc llcxi[)ility. "Wc wcnt
back to thc drawing llrard arrd rcclcsiqnccl tlte ltrogrant."

At Concorclia, studcnts ntect onc wcc.l<c.rrd a

nrontll 0n thc Portlancl cautpus to work togctltcr ()r-r

Harvard Busincss Scltool cascs with input lron'r
indrrstry rr:prcscntativcs. Ilctwcclt rcsidcncics, tlte
students I)articillatc in Iivc chats at)cl cliscussions
online. Irrclrrstry cxl)erts oltcn sit in, ltrovidinu rcal-
rvorld cort-tntcutary, says Ann Widnrcr, dcan ol thc
school ol lnallallcntcnl. Stuclc-nts also bring thcir
own cxllcftisc. "Evcry lirnc you havc a coursc, lwo

Ltrba. "But thcy wcre cunccrncd about tltc Iinancial cnd of it, the
workloacl and lhings likc inte llcctLral property rights."

Ann Witlntcr says goir-rg onlinc was cornplicated ancl expcrrsive
krr Concorclia. "Anybody who thinks tltis is a cltcalt, easy way to
ckr this is in for a rcal shock. lt's rnorc facultl'tilne tltau actually
going to class and tcachiuil i1."

STUDII,ITS AREN'I (0MPIETEIY SOLD on tnrcnrer progranrs
eithcr. Don Scholielcl, chicl opcralins olliccr of AAA Orcgon ancl a

rcccnt Mar)/lhtrrst MBA graduatc, took sortre onlinc classes but
didn't think the cylrer-r,ersiort r,rras as goocl as beiltg tl-rcrc. He lclt

take classes without attending school. By sue Fagalde Lick

or thrcc pcoplc in tltc cotrrsc arc alrcacly workirrg in
that liclcl."

NOT ALL EDU(AT0RS are cagcr to go all-onlinc.
.lrrlianna Sowash, cxc.culivc dircclor ol tlte Orcgon
Exccrrlive MBA proerant, says htternct-basccl classcs
arc lrol L'vcn on thc horizon for ltcr ltroerartr, which
ollcrs a brrsincss clcgrcc througlt a corrsortiurrr lltal
irtclrrtlcs prolcssors lr-orn thc Univcrsitl, ol f)rcgorr,
Orcgon Statc and PSU.

Pccr lcarninr: is.jrrst too illlx)rlaltt, Sowaslt says.
Strrdcnts, rvho rrrust bc working at tltc llanagcrial lcve l

to qualily, arc crorrpcrl in cohorts tltal go throtrsh tltc
rvholc case -basccl prograrn toqelltcr, lnectinl{ on alter-
nate Frida),s ancl SatLrrdal,s in lleavcrton. Tcantwork,
rolc lllavine ancl livc Ilrcscntatiolts are esselttial. Shc
sa1,s 1, *.r,,',, rrcvcr work as rvell on tlte Intcntcl.

Larry Lewis, clcan ol thc scltool ol lrusincss at tl'rc
Univclsity ol Portlantl, says hc isn'1 considcrir-rg lon11-

dislancc classcs rilhcr right rrorv. "Wc arc cor-rvincecl
that a Iace-to-lacc ir-rlcraclive class is lltc bcttcr way to
go. Wc can do .r lrcttcr job." Ertnrllntcnts at UP arc
increasing, Lcrvis sa1's, showing lltat studcnls still want
.r canrpus-trascd pnrgrant.

And roing onlinc is r-ro cakcwalk. "Offcring an
I rrtcrncl -basc'rl progranr rccl u i res a t rcntcndotrs lea r-n i ng
cllrvc on thc l)art ()l the scltool," Lewis says.

No one rvho's triccl it disagrccs.
"Teaching onlir-rc is vcry dillerent," says Mike

Ranrlolph, rvho trains new or-rlinc tcachcrs Ior
Marl,lhurst. "lf yorr taught in lhc classroont lor 20

)'ear-s, 1,1v1' have 1o rcinvcr.tt yourscll." Coursc ntatcli-
als ncc-rl to bc cornurunicatcd orrlir-rc, so ltrolcssors
have to be rnorc organizccl tltan thcy would Lrc in tlte
classroorrr. Alter all, c.vcry r,vorcl ol every lecturc,
cvcry, rs;1fli11o and cvcry link has to be c.rrtcred and
lirnna ttccl.

Ar-tothcr clillcrcr-rcc is tltat tltc class is always rn scs-
sion. "lt can bc a very guilt-rlriven cr-rvirorrnte nt," says
Nlarylhurst's Bcrt Dcsnror-rcl. Hc says Itc's learnecl to sct
bounciarics or-r wlten Itc will reacl, 1-rost and chat or-rlinc.
Othrrrvisc, sludents starl 1o think tltcy should have
acccss to thc prolcssor 24 hours a day.

FacLrlty rvas hcsilant to cntbracc 1l-rc Intc.ntct-basecl
NlBA at PSU. "lt waslt't that tltcy wcrc anti-distancc
lcarnirtg or anti-oltliltc lcarnirrg," says dircclor Torr-r

thal reacling every c-ntail in an online cliscussion was a waste of
tirlc, and tltougltt sorne ol l-ris profe.ssors wcrelt't as elfective
or-tlinc as ir'r llrrsorr.

As an curploycr reviewing .job candiclatcs, Scltolic.kl says hc
woulcl protrably give tlte eclge 1o alt on-canrptrs MBA gracluate,
althongh it woukl clepe nd on thc ovcrall reltutation ol the school.

Scott Bollon, who startcd his MBA al Marylhrlrst bclirre he lost ltis
job as a Porllantl-basecl ciircclor ol goverurncnl arrd rcgulalory allairs
for Enror-r, is conliticnt his clegree will have value iu tl-rc job ntarket.
"How can or-tlir-rc cclucalion secnt so slt'altge irt a lrusiness cnvirtlrrrnc-nt
fillecl with confcrencc calls, virleo apltlications, wcbsites ancl c-ntail?"
hc asks.

Opinions about MBAs still clepcncl ll()re on thc scl-rool than thc
rurccliunr, says Widntcr. "l tltiuk tl-rcre will always bc a kind ol sta-
tus to going to a l)restigior.rs school. Having a Stanlrtrcl MBA will
always be grcat. People tend to say, 'WItcrc dicl you go to sclt(x)l?'
not, 'Tcll rne al.rout tltc lirrrnat."'

Widnre r doesn'1 think orrlirrc. dc'grccs will replacc thc on-car-npus
vcrsiorr. "l wtlulcln't cvcr waltt us Itl ltc au iltdUstry wlterc we 0nly
had or-rc product, whcre cvcryonc hacl to brry it the sartrc way. Thc
availability ol all tltese diflcrcnt prociucts is rcally good. 11 alkrws
rnore pcoplc to beconte cducatc.d."ffi

Sttc Faltaldc Lick lives irt Nctuport atrd is 1tLty511i,rU att ttttliue rnaster of .fine
arts dcgree itt creativc tton.fictit'trt.ft'oru Arttioclr Llrtivcrsity itt Los Auqeles.

If vott hdve r0nttitcttls, e-nnil tts at fccdback@or"erlortbttsirtt'ss.cttttt.

I Concordia University: Students take classes online and meet on campus one week-
end a month to hear industry speakers and work on Harvard Business School cases.

800.321.9371, www.cu-portland.edu

I Marylhurst Universityl Students can take all courses over the Internet or take a mix-
ture of online,evening and weekend classes.800.634.9982,www.marylhurst.edu

I Portland State University: eMBA students come to campus three or four weekends a

year and do the rest online.503.725.4822, www.emba.pdx.edu

I Geteducated.com: Offers a free downloadable guide to accredited distance-learninq
graduate schools in the United States. www.geteducated.com

I Oregon Network for Education: Offers information on distance-education programs

across the state. www.oreoonone.oro

GETTING AN MBA WITHOUT BEING THERE
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